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Acts 3:1-10 
The Lame Beggar Healed 

1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a 
man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the 
Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple, he asked to receive alms. 4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at 
us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, “I 
have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk!” 7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. 8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, 
walking and leaping and praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and 
recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
Introduction 
Praise the Lord. Hope you’re doing well. If you have your Bibles, please turn with me to Acts 3:1-10. As 
you’re turning there, I just want to reiterate that we’re continuing on through our series through the book 
of Acts this summer. If you were with us, Pastor David had walked through chapters 1 and 2 as he talked 
about the mission of the church that carries over for us today. And then Pastor Sean, following that, 
picked up in chapter 2 all the way through the rest of the chapter. He talked about the Holy Spirit falling 
on the believers and how it birthed the church; how the Lord added to the number, day by day, those who 
are being saved. As we look into chapter 3, and as we work our way through chapter 3 to the middle part 
of chapter 4, our passage this afternoon is looking at one specific account of the thousands that were 
added to the number day by day. 
 
Acts 1:8 – But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Acts 1-2 – But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you 
Acts 3-7 – and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
Acts 8-12 – and in all Judea and Samaria 
Acts 13-28 – and to the end of the earth  
 
I think the key to really understanding the book of Acts, the 28 chapters as a whole, is found in Acts 1:8. 
It was preached on by Pastor David. I just want to revisit this verse because I think this is the key to 
unravel the 28 chapters. It says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Really, the book of Acts is unraveling this one verse. In chapters 1 and 2—as was preached on by Pastor 



David and Pastor Sean—chapters 1 and 2 is emphasizing that phrase “you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come on you.” And then in chapter 3 to 7, it’s unpacking the idea of a witness—that 
phrase “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem.” Then from there, chapters 8 to 12: “you will be my 
witnesses in all Judea and Samaria.” And then from chapters 13 to 28: “you will be my witnesses to the 
ends of the earth.” I think that’s what the author’s thinking about as he unravels this one verse of what it 
means to eventually take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. It begins in chapter 1 and 2 
that we heard: the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost, filled God’s people, came in power, and filled the 
church of Jesus Christ. Chapter 3, that we’re gonna look at, is a turning point as Christ begins to send out 
the church that has received the Holy Spirit in power. And it’s gonna first begin in Jerusalem. The 
ministry principle is simple: we must receive first before we give. Power has to come first before His 
service happens. Sunday filling must happen first before Monday overflowing happens. Chapters 1 and 2: 
you will receive power first, and then chapter 3: you will be my witnesses. 
 
Now, what is a witness? I mean, the rest of the book of Acts is unraveling His people as witnesses. What 
is a witness? I would say this: a witness is someone who’s seen an event and reports what they have seen. 
Somebody that has seen an event and reports what they have seen. I was a witness once. I remember it 
was about a year ago—a little over a year ago—I was driving back from morning prayer from TCBC. 
And I remember I was on the corner of Lincoln and Windsor, gonna take a right. There was a car ahead of 
me that was turning onto Windsor Road; they did not see the car on Windsor that had ran the red. Before I 
could honk and warn the driver, there was an immediate impact. It was probably the worst accident I had 
ever witnessed. One car had fallen off the curb, all of the debris everywhere. I remember right after the 
accident, I ran to the different drivers just to see if they were okay. Soon afterwards, the police came and I 
shared with them what I had seen. I saw an event, and I shared what I saw: I was a witness. Christians are 
called to be a witness—His witness. We have seen the resurrected Christ. Maybe not with our physical 
eyes, like the first century church, but spiritually, we have encountered the resurrected Christ. So we are 
His witnesses where we are called to tell others what we have seen.  
 
For the next three weeks that I speak—and I will speak for the next three weeks including today—we will 
look at this call as a witness of Jesus Christ as we work through Acts chapter 3 and 4. This is a road map 
of the next three sermons that we’re gonna walk our way through. Our text today—“You will be my 
witnesses: Show the name of Jesus.” As we look at the first miracle, this is actually one of the first 
miracles after the resurrection of Jesus, after His ascension. This is actually one of the first miracles done 
in the name of Jesus. The disciples here are going to represent Christ and show Christ to this lame beggar. 
Next Sunday, I’m gonna speak on—“You will be my witnesses: Share about the name of Jesus.” Right 
after this healing comes a sermon, and that sermon is where Peter shares about the name of Jesus. And 
then the last Sunday that I preach—“You will be my witnesses: Serve the name of Jesus.” Following the 
sermon that he gives at the end of chapter 3, there’s some hostility. And in the midst of that, the disciples 
still choose to serve Christ and they’re witnessing to the people around them.  
 
You know somebody said this—as we think about the idea of showing the name of Christ—somebody 
said this, and I think this is a great quote: “Live in such a way that those who know you but don’t know 
God will come to know God because they know you.” This miracle in Acts 3 is actually going to show 
that Jesus is the Messiah. And that same Jesus who had died just recently, who had ascended, is still 



ministering today. I think that’s what this passage is saying. Today, He will show Himself through His 
disciples. We’re gonna talk about three things as we work our way through these ten verses. We’re gonna 
first talk about the condition of people. Secondly, we’ll talk about the people of God. Then third, we’ll 
talk about the God that transforms. First, we’ll talk about the condition of people. 
 
I. The Condition of People [1-3] 
1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man lame 
from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful 
Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he 
asked to receive alms. 
 
A lot of times when you read Scripture, whenever there's a physical healing—and there are many in 
Scripture—whenever there’s a physical healing, what it’s doing is showing a deeper significance of the 
condition of humanity at large. For example, when Jesus heals someone who is blind, it is to show that 
humanity is spiritually blind. As Jesus, after healing, says, “I am the light of the world,” it’s to show that 
we are spiritually blind. As Jesus heals deaf people in Scripture, it is to show that humanity at large, apart 
from Christ, are spiritually deaf—cannot hear God. When you think about the healing of Lazarus, a dead 
man—when Jesus raises him from the dead, it’s to show that we are spiritually dead. But Jesus says, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.'' In many ways, whenever there’s a physical healing, it’s to show the 
spiritual condition of humanity. Now, when we look at this man, we see several things. First of all, we see 
that he is broken.  
 

A. Broken: “A man lame from birth” [1-2] 
1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a 
man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is 
called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
 
As we look at verse 2, it says, “a man lame from birth.” His whole life—which we find out later 
in Acts 4—is over 40 years. For over 40 years, this man has been lame. He has never, for 40 
years, ever experienced walking. For over 40 years, he has never jumped. For over 40 years, he 
has never used his feet. I believe this is a picture of brokenness, of the brokenness of humanity. 
The common perspective that people held during that time was that God was punishing people for 
some type of sin. So anybody that had some kind of physical ailment or some kind of struggle in 
that way, there was some kind of sin that God was punishing them for. Humanity is spiritually 
lame from birth. The Bible uses many different metaphors to talk about the condition, the fallen 
condition of man. Scripture talks about how we are dead in sin in Ephesians 2. We are spiritually 
blind in 2 Corinthians 4:4. We are ignorant in 1 Corinthians 2:14. We are deceived in 2 
Thessalonians 2:10. And this passage is saying, we are spiritually lame. Because of sin, we are 
stuck in life. We cannot experience true fulfillment, we cannot experience ultimate satisfaction. 
Sin has ravaged, has destroyed, and we are left broken. 
 
The second thing that we see is not only are we broken, but because of sin, we are separated from 
God and we are helpless. 



 
B. Helpless: “was being carried, whom they laid daily” [2] 
2And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that 
is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
 
We cannot come to God on our own. We have no access to God. So secondly, what this passage 
is highlighting is our helplessness—we cannot come to God. Verse 2: “a man lame from birth 
was being carried, whom they laid daily.” He was completely helpless. He could not come to 
God on his own. He was dependent on others. Notice it says that he was “being carried.” There 
were no wheelchairs during this time. There were no special services or no government funding 
for people that had different physical ailments. It says that “from birth [he] was being carried, 
whom they laid daily.” Daily. Every day, he was carried to and fro. Every day, he needed the help 
of others to get as close to the temple as possible. 
 
But notice what it says in verse 2. It says that he “was being carried”—where?—“at the gate of 
the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate.” He is being carried to the doorstep of the temple. 
And that gate the passage alludes to is the Beautiful Gate, a gate called the Beautiful Gate. 
Everything about this gate was beautiful. While we don’t know exactly which gate it is, most 
historians speculate that it’s this particular gate that stood 70 feet tall. It was made of what’s 
called Corinthian bronze, which in those times, far exceeded the nine other gates that were plated 
in gold and silver. It was so massive—this gate, 70 feet tall—that it took 20 men to open and 
close this gate. And the ironic thing about this passage—the ironic thing that Luke lays out—is 
that on the doorstep of this Beautiful Gate is something that is not so beautiful. 
 
I think this is intentional, that Luke is telling us that this lame man is on the outer door of the 
temple. He cannot go into the temple on his own. The closest he can get to is as far as the people 
can bring him, which is on the doorstep next to the gate of the temple. The only true sense of joy 
and satisfaction, fulfillment, can be found only in the author of life—Jesus Chris—and he cannot 
come to God on his own. This is humanity apart from Christ: we cannot go through the Beautiful 
Gate to meet our beautiful God on our own. He was not only broken, he was not only helpless, he 
was hopeless.  

 
C. Hopeless: “ask alms to those entering the temple” [2-3] 
2And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that 
is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 
 
Verse 2, it says he asked for “alms of those entering the temple.” All he could do was beg. He 
asked for alms. What he did was he picked an opportune place and an opportune time to beg 
because people were coming in and out of the temple. As they worshipped, most likely, these 
Jewish folks were more generous in their giving as they went in and out of the temple because 
rabbis during that time taught one of several principles, one of several pillars. One of those pillars 
was what’s called almsgiving—giving to the poor. 



 
Think of how hopeless this situation was for this beggar. All he could do was ask. All he could do 
was beg for money, only for those resources to dry up after a period of time. And then he’s left 
begging again. It was an endless cycle that he would not be able to break. All he could do was 
beg. He had nothing. And I believe it is only when we come to this place where we realize that 
we are broken, that we are helpless, that we are hopeless. And when we realize that place, I think 
then, we are ready to receive the grace of God. Sometimes, God allows us to go through despair 
so that we will be ready to encounter divinity. When we have no options, when nothing is left, I 
think that is when we are ready to receive grace. It is an incredible blessing to be able to see our 
brokenness, to be able to see our helplessness, to be able to see our hopelessness. But I would 
challenge us, don’t stay there. It is a blessing to see that, but don’t stay there. Call out to the grace 
of God, because what we see in Scripture is whenever people of God cry out to God, He stops. 
 
I think about Luke 18. There was another beggar in Luke 18; this beggar was blind. He hears a 
rumbling and hears that Jesus is passing by. So he cries out in a loud voice, “Jesus! Son of David! 
Have mercy on me.” Crowd starts to shush him and he shouts out all the more, “Jesus! Son of 
David! Have mercy on me.” And I love what Luke 18:40 says: “Jesus stopped.” He cries out; 
that’s not on His radar, but Jesus stopped. If you can resonate with this beggar—this lame beggar 
who was broken, who was helpless, who is hopeless—if there is anything that you resonate with, 
don’t stay in your despair. Call out to the divine one. Call out to Jesus, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” And my Bible says that Jesus will stop. You are never too far that your cry cannot 
reach the throne of grace. Our God will always stop for the cries of His people. 
 
That’s a picture of humanity, the condition of people. And when we realize that, we are ready to 
receive His grace. How is God going to meet the needs of people? Through the people of God. So 
secondly, we’ll talk about the people of God. 

  
II. The People of God [4-7] 
4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he fixed his attention on 
them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do 
have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the 
right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 
 
This man is going to experience the ministry of Jesus through Peter and John. As we continue on in this 
narrative, this actually the first of 13 miracles that’s done in the book of Acts. And this miracle’s going to 
show that the people of God—the church of Jesus Christ—are going to be the agents that’s going to carry 
on the message of God to bring redemption to the world, as His witnesses. How are we to be His 
witnesses in showing the name of Christ? Well, I think there’s three things that this passage is pointing us 
to. First, we have to receive the empowerment of God.  
 

A. Receive the empowerment of God 
Acts 1:8 – But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 



 
As we mentioned earlier, Acts 1:8 says, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you.” And we know that the spirit of God fell on the church. Holy Spirit filled their spirit’s 
nature and empowered them for the work that they were called to do. But it is not a one-time 
empowerment. This is not a one-time fill-up for the rest of our lives. They needed to continually 
receive the empowerment that comes from the Spirit. And we know when we look at Scripture 
that empowerment comes when we meet with God through prayer. 
 
Acts 3:1 – Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 
 
Verse 1 says this, “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the 
ninth hour.” Some background to this text: there were basically three times in the Jewish day that 
there were worship services in hours of prayer. One was at nine o’ clock in the morning which 
was the third hour; the second was at noon, which is the sixth hour; and then, our passage, the 
ninth hour, three pm. Interestingly enough, I wonder if there’s significance in that ninth hour of 
prayer because that’s actually the hour that Jesus breathed His last on the cross. But they were 
going up. They were going up to pray: “going up to the temple at the hour of prayer.” And that 
verb, “going up,” is actually what we call an imperfect tense, meaning that there is a continuous 
action. They were going up; it was a regular occurrence. It was a habit, it was a daily habit to go 
to the hour of prayer. I mean, why do they have to pray if they have already received the 
empowerment in Acts 1:8? It is simply because we need to daily receive His empowerment. 
Daily, we must receive the empowerment of the Spirit into our spirit’s nature. Before we serve, 
before we give, before we do anything, before we are His witnesses, we must receive His 
empowerment. 
 
I believe that churches that have wilted prayer lives will have powerless witness. We—CFC—we 
do not want to be a church that just simply tickles the ears of people, that just does nice things and 
says nice things. We wanna be a church that sees transformation of souls in this city. I know that 
we’ve been having a lot of town hall meetings, and I know that some people feel like a lot of the 
changes that’s happening at CFC can feel overwhelming. But let me say this: as much as some 
things change, there are some things that will never change. We will always be a church that 
prays. We will always be a church that preaches the word of God because we know that 
empowerment, transformation, impact only happens when we receive His empowerment and 
Spirit filling our heart, our spirit’s nature, through prayer. We will always be a church that prays. 
We are nothing without His empowerment. And as we receive the power of God, then secondly, 
we go to people in need. 

 
B. Go to people in need [4-5] 
4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he fixed his 
attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 
 
It’s interesting, this encounter actually happens on their way to the temple. This is not a planned 
moment. This is not like the disciples planned on evangelizing and spreading the gospel and 



witnessing in the temple. This is just something that popped up. It happened. But they utilize 
these opportunities because every opportunity is an opportunity to share Christ and to show 
Christ. Go to people in need. Even though this wasn’t the disciples who initiated the act, they did 
not let this opportunity go to waste. The beggar asked them for alms. Peter and John go to 
them—they go to people in need, specifically, this lame beggar—and look at what verse 4 says: 
“Peter directed his gaze at him.” Literally, fixed his gaze on him. This is a look of intent. It’s 
seeing him in the midst of a crowd, gazing at him with a fixed gaze. It’s the same word, if you 
look at Acts 1 when Jesus ascended to the sky, it says that the apostles were gazing into heaven. 
It’s the same idea: a focus; intentional gaze.  
 
I think this is an application for us as a church. We go to people and we see them individually. 
We see them—we direct our gaze, we fix our gaze. It’s important for us to be able to go to people 
and see them because we live in a post-Christian era in America. A recent study says that actually 
four out of five non-Christians—80% of non-Christians—do not even know a single Christian. I 
mean, think about that staggering fact. Four out of five have zero contact with a Christian. Many 
have never stepped foot in a church. 
 
I will say this: this COVID period of social distancing has obviously made it challenging to reach 
people. But I will say, COVID is either going to be an excuse, or it’s gonna be an obstacle for us. 
It can be an excuse. If our hearts are not burning for people, then the mandate to social distance is 
just an excuse for us not to reach out. It allows us not to do what we would not have done 
otherwise. It’s an excuse. But it can be an obstacle. If our hearts are burning for people, social 
distancing is just an obstacle for us to overcome. We do have to honor regulations and social 
distancing guidelines, but we can be creative in how we meet, how we love, how we show Jesus. 
 
I mean, I thought about it for a minute. Church, for many years, used to be a place where random 
visitors could stroll into our church. I mean, that was why we intentionally tried to stay in 
particular locations, so that random people can have access to our church. But moving forward, 
especially this upcoming year, I don’t think that will happen as much. We will not have random 
people strolling into our church because of regulations, because of guidelines, because of limited 
space capacity if and when we open. No, it will take the people of God, the church of Jesus 
Christ, CFC members, to engage the community, to engage the people in our calling. We have to 
be intentional—creative—but we have to be intentional. Use the space that God gives you. Peter 
and John were just simply going to the temple, what they were normally doing. Use the normal 
activity as a way of engaging. And the third thing that we see is give people Jesus.  

 
C. Give people Jesus [6-7] 
6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 
 
Peter said, “I have no silver and gold.” I mean, think of what a letdown that would be for this 
beggar that’s expecting change. “I have no silver and gold, but—BUT—what I do have I give to 



you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” I don’t have what you’re looking 
for but what I do have, I give to you: the name of Jesus Christ. Names are significantly important 
in Scripture. And actually, it’s gonna be a key point in this chapter and the next.  
 
Acts 3:16; 4:7, 10, 12 – 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom 
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the 
presence of you all.  
7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 
you do this?”  
10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 
before you well.  
12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” 
 
The idea of a name comes several times in these two chapters. In Acts 3:16, our passage next 
week: “and his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong.” Acts 4:7: “By what 
power or by what name did you do this?” Acts 4:10: “the name of Jesus Christ…whom you 
crucified…” has made you well. Acts 4:12: ”For there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” The idea of a name is gonna be very important in the 
next two chapters because the name of a person basically represents the identity, the character, 
and the authority of a person. So when Peter and John are giving the name of Christ, they are 
basically giving Jesus—in His personhood, in His character, in His authority—they are giving 
Jesus. They say, “I do not have silver or gold, but what I do have I give you.” He is offering the 
name of Jesus. By offering the name of Jesus, he is offering Jesus Himself. And with that name 
comes a power and personhood of Jesus. He says, “I don’t have much, but I give you what I 
have,” and he gives them Jesus in him. 
 
What’s interesting—we don’t have a lot of time to look at this—but when you look at this 
passage, specifically with Luke 5 where there’s another paralytic, the similarities are very close. 
When Peter tells this man, “rise up and walk,” the same idea happens in Luke 5. We don't have 
time to look at there, but my point is this: the disciples are continuing the ministry of Jesus. 
They’re carrying on what Jesus was doing way back in Luke 5. They’re continuing the ministry 
of Jesus and showing Jesus. Jesus is going to minister to this man through the disciples. 
 
When we give out of our spirit’s nature—filled with the Spirit of God as we talked about—out of 
love for God and the people, people can experience the service of Christ through us. It’s not about 
what we do now, it’s about giving out of that spiritual empowerment. That as we do big or small, 
seen or unseen, people experience the service of Christ, the hand of Christ, through us. Every 
single Christian has something to give because every single Christian has Jesus in them. What the 
world needs now, more than ever, is not you or your service, but the Jesus in you. Serve out of 
love for Christ, help meet people’s needs out of love for Christ, and give out of love for Christ. 
 



You know, some people look at this passage as a mandate: we should never give people—if we 
see homeless people on the street—we should never give when they’re asking. I don’t think that’s 
what this passage is saying because remember, the good Samaritan in the book of Luke was the 
good Samaritan who meets the physical needs of people. I don’t think this is what this passage is 
saying, I think what this passage is saying is that whatever we give, make sure we are giving out 
of our spirit’s nature. And thus, we are giving Jesus.  
 
CFC’s outreach strategy for the last 30 years has been built on three words that we wanna 
continue to utilize. Three words: natural, spiritual, strategic. Natural: we build relationships with 
people that God has naturally surrounded us with in our natural spheres of life—our callings that 
he has given us, our settings with our neighbors. Spiritual: that we need the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit; we pray for them. Then third, strategic: that we wanna effectively use our gifting and 
our DNA and our resources to reach the city of God. We do this in collaboration with other 
churches. Some churches might be more effective in reaching a certain demographic than us, and 
we might be more effective in reaching certain demographics than them. But collectively, 
strategically, we grow God’s universal church. Because God is going to transform this city 
through the people of God. 
 
The last thing that we see—the people, the condition of the people: they’re broken, helpless, 
hopeless. God is gonna use the people of God to minister to them. Third thing that we see is 
transformation: the God that transforms.  
 

III. The God that Transforms [8-10] 
8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 
praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and recognized him as the one 
who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
This lame beggar asks for change, but God is gonna give him a different kind of change. God doesn’t 
wanna just meet his expectations. God wants to exceed his expectations. Three things that we see—the 
first thing that we see is that God transformed his brokenness: the lame has become a leaper. 
 

A. God transformed his brokenness: the lame has become a leaper [7-8] 
7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were 
made strong. 8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, 
walking and leaping and praising God. 
 
Remember, we said—the first point, the condition of the people—that humanity at large was 
broken. He was lame. For over 40 years, he was lame. He had never walked from birth. He never 
experienced using his feet. But God, through the disciples, immediately transforms his 
brokenness into healing. Look at verse 7, it says, “he took him by the right hand and raised him 
up, and”—notice what it says—“immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.” 
Immediately. The power of God infused and transferred and went into and strengthened these 



parts of the body that were feeble. And notice what it says, verse 8: “leaping up, he stood and 
began to walk…walking and leaping and praising God.” The lame man is now leaping. 
 
Isaiah 35:6 – then shall the lame man leap like a deer and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For 
waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
 
God has transformed his brokenness, and I believe as Luke is penning this, he’s thinking about a 
passage in Isaiah 35:6. Isaiah 35:6 says this: “then shall the lame man leap like a deer and the 
tongue of the mute sing for joy.” Just some historical context: basically Isaiah 35 is talking about 
signs of the Messianic Age. How do we know that the Messiah has arrived? Well, Isaiah 35:6 
says, “the lame man leap like a deer.” What would be the indicators? This lame man will leap 
like a deer. This formerly lame man is leaping and praising God. I think what Luke is saying—the 
author of this book is saying—the time of the Messianic Age is still here. Even though Jesus has 
just died, even though Jesus has left you physically and He has ascended in heaven, He is still 
alive and working by His Spirit. The time of the Messianic Age is still here. 
 
This healing is pointing forward to the ultimate restoration of all things where there will be no 
more suffering, no more sickness, no more death, when there will be no more effects of sin. There 
will be a total and complete healing. There is nothing that we go through that God will not 
completely heal one day, either on this side of heaven or the next. The restoration of all things is 
underway. I think that’s what Luke is saying. Healing does not happen because of some magical 
formula, just simply say the name of Jesus. Healing happens here to show that Jesus is still here 
in power, and He is going to continue His ministry through the church of Jesus Christ. If you are a 
part of the church, if you are part of CFC, that power is still here regardless of who comes and 
goes. That power is available to the church of Jesus Christ. The Messianic Age and the expansion 
of the Kingdom is still here. 
 
Second thing, not only does God transform his brokenness, God transforms his helplessness 
where the one who was carried has become a worshipper. 

 
B. God transformed his helplessness: the one carried has become a worshipper [8] 
8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and 
leaping and praising God. 
 
Remember, the last we saw this beggar, he was carried to the gate, to the doorstep of the temple. 
The closest he would get to entering the temple was that Beautiful Gate. But notice what Luke 
says after he was healed, verse 8: “leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the 
temple.” When he was broken, helpless, hopeless, he was just on the doorstep of the temple. But 
after the touch of Jesus Christ through the disciples, he goes through and into the temple. The 
man that could only come to the Beautiful Gate has now gone to the beautiful God through the 
gate. He can engage with God, the author of life, in a way that he has not been able to do before. 
And I would say this: CFC is filled with transformed lame beggars who are now worshippers. I 
think about that song, “and our worship is an overflow of a forgiven soul and as we see our God, 



our hearts cannot stay silent.” Every song that rises from our hearts is a song of declaration that 
we have been healed by our God and that we have a restored relationship with Him. 
 
And the last thing that we see is that God transformed his hopelessness. This beggar has now 
become a witness. 
 
C. God transformed his hopelessness: the beggar has become a witness [9-10] 
9And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat 
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
All he could do before was beg. All he was identified as was a beggar. But God transformed him, 
and his transformation has now become a testimony. Verse 9: “all the people saw him walking 
and praising God.” They knew this man. They had just walked by him. They had stepped over 
him every day to get where they’re going. They knew his story, they’ve seen him. But now they 
see him walking and praising God. He has seen Christ through the disciples and now, he is a 
witness. His transformation is his testimony for every onlooker. His testimony of experiencing 
God now is going to lead to their wonder. Verse 10: ”recognized him as the one who sat at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement.” 
It’s the same wonder and amazement that Pastor Sean talked about last week that fell on the 
church of Jesus Christ. And I will say this, your testimony of God working in your life is one of 
the most powerful evangelistic tools that you can have. Your authentic encounter with God is 
arguably the most powerful evangelistic tool in this day and age. What I love about this account is 
that it is never too late to change. And I wanna just encourage you, your testimony—and I pray 
that your testimony is not just a one time “I met God 20 years ago at some youth retreat,” praise 
God for that—but your daily testimony of meeting God, seeing him work in your life, is going to 
be what this world hears and that’s gonna be a powerful agent to sharing and exposing people to 
our heavenly Father. 

 
Acts 3:16; 4:7, 10, 12 – 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom 
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the 
presence of you all.  
7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 
you do this?”  
10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 
before you well.  
12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” 

 
Conclusion 
What I love about this passage, as we wrap up our time, is that it is never too late to change. I mean, think 
about all of the strikes against this man. Do you ever get discouraged as you think about yourself—am I 



ever gonna change, am I ever gonna overcome? Do you ever get discouraged when you think about 
someone else that you’ve been praying for many years—are they ever going to change? This passage 
gives us hope that it is never too late for someone to change. Think about it. This man was over 40 years 
old, an age when many people say that he is set in his ways. “He is too old for change,” some might say. 
Think about it. This man has never walked in his life, a condition where some may say his habits are 
formed. He cannot unlearn his habits. He’s not even aware where he’s heading to because this passage 
says he was being carried. He wasn’t even aware where he was heading. And yet God met him. Will I 
ever change? Will somebody around me that I’m praying for ever change? Have hope because one 
encounter of God through the people of God can transform a lame beggar into a leaping worshipper. One 
encounter with God can transform a soul. Keep showing, keep giving, keep loving, because you never 
know when that will be a spark for their transformation. May that be a charge for us, CFC. 
 
As we are winding down this summer, as this year’s upon us, new academic year—we don’t know what 
it’s gonna hold. We don't know how many people will be here or not. We don’t know what the COVID 
situation is gonna be. But we know one thing: that we have the power and anointing of the resurrected 
Jesus Christ. And any time we come to him in prayer, He floods His Spirit into our spirit. I know that. I 
know that we have the message of Jesus Christ, and anybody around this city, anybody that God 
surrounds us, is in absolute need of that message of Jesus. And I know that my God can transform people. 
We may not know a lot, but we have certain things that we know. So as we look forward to this year, may 
we be His witnesses. We have seen the resurrected Christ and now, let us show the resurrected Christ. 


