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Acts 2:41-47 
41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls. 
 
The Fellowship of the Believers 

42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day 
by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
Introduction 
I love visiting different churches to observe and learn from them. Whether they’re small, big, immigrant, 
or multiethnic, I always walk away with a greater appreciation for the church. Outwardly, they may look 
different, but inwardly, the heart of the church remains the same. Every church has its flaws, but every 
church also has its reasons to celebrate and praise the Lord. 
 
Today, we will be doing a church visit in Acts 2. What set this early church apart was not its activities or 
structures, but its Spirit-filled fellowship with Christ and fellow believers. Church activities, programs, 
and governing structures are important, but Spirit-filled intimacy was foundational in Acts 2 and is still 
foundational for us today. In Scripture, the word “church” is “ecclesia”, which means an assembly or 
gathering of Christians for a specific purpose. One person said, “God doesn’t have a mission for His 
church. He created a church for His mission.” Let’s learn about the early church and their fellowship with 
Christ. 
  
I. Fellowship with Christ [42-43] 
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 
 
In Acts 2, thousands of Jews traveled to Jerusalem for a feast, and Peter saw this as an opportunity to 
preach the gospel. As a result of this, 3,000 souls were saved and baptized. Peter knew that these 3,000 
people were going to return home and face this corrupted and twisted generation, so he wanted to make 
sure that they were grounded in their fellowship with Christ. Verse 42 mentions how they devoted 
themselves to this end. The phrase “devoted” means to persevere, not be vain, and to show one’s self 
courageous. It’s being persistent to the point that it becomes a part of your lifestyle. They had a 



persevering devotion to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers, and these 
were the means of God’s grace for their fellowship with Christ. 
 

A. Through the apostles’ teaching and fellowship [42] 
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
 
They had a persevering devotion to the apostles’ teaching and were hungry for the words of 
Christ. Imagine the twelve apostles having to teach 3,000 people – that’s about 250 people per 
apostle. But these 3,000 Christians were different because they were like sponges – they soaked 
in every single word because they were hungry for the Word of God. Verse 42 says, “And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship…”. The word “fellowship” is 
“koinonia”, which is the intimate bond and relationship we have with God through the Spirit. 
Christians have a special spiritual bond with one another, but this fellowship is first and foremost 
what we have with God through the Spirit. The Word of God helps us to have this koinonia 
fellowship with Him. 

 
B. Through the breaking of bread [42] 
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
 
Furthermore, we have fellowship with Christ through the breaking of bread. Verse 42 says, “And 
they devoted themselves…to the breaking of bread.” Some say that the “breaking of bread” is a 
reference to communion or Lord’s supper, and others say that it’s just a reference to a shared 
meal that they had with one another. I believe that this passage is talking about communion 
because that same phrase “breaking of bread” is found in Luke 24:35 where it says, “Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the 
bread.” Luke 24:35 is also a reference to Luke 24:30, which says, “When he was at table with 
them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.” They devoted themselves 
to remember Christ, who was crucified for their sins, which is what communion is. As we receive 
grace and spiritual feeding through communion, we remember the work of Christ on the cross, 
which deepens our fellowship with Him. 

 
C. Through prayers [42] 
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
 
They also had fellowship with Christ through their prayers. Verse 42 says, “And they devoted 
themselves to…prayers.” I believe that Peter was intentional in teaching them that prayer was 
how they were to acknowledge their dependence on God. They were going to be scattered, so 
prayer was essential. The Word of God gave direction, and prayer gave power. This devotion to 
the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers was to point to a relationship 
with God. 



 
Acts 2:43 – And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 
 
Verse 43 says, “And awe came upon every soul.” The word “awe” means fear or reverence. As 
these 3,000 souls received God’s grace, it made them go, “wow!”. The more that they learned 
about Christ, had fellowship with Him, and prayed, the more that they were in awe of Him. It 
caused them to love Jesus more. You and I can also be in awe and have intimacy with Christ 
when we have a persevering devotion to these means of grace. The Word of God, prayer, and 
communion don’t earn God’s love, but they are responses to God’s love, and we are called to 
have a persevering devotion to these means of grace. The author Glena Marshall writes: 
 

“The most faithful saints I have known and loved all have had the same trait: 
determination to follow Jesus more today than yesterday. And they’re regular folks. God 
primarily calls us to ordinary obedience, small daily actions that don’t yield immediate 
results in a society obsessed with visible results and measurable success. This is a 
reminder that we all need a lifetime marked by steadfast faith doesn’t happen 
overnight…It’s built upon years and years and months of many ordinary days of ordinary 
perseverance.” 

 
Prayer, reading the Bible, and not forsaking the church are the primary applications of getting 
there. This is probably what the apostles were encouraging the 3,000 with: as you leave, it’s your 
intimacy with Christ that will help you along the way. I pray that this would be a gentle 
encouragement for us today. Even though we are not meeting in person, God has given us 
everything that we need to be in fellowship with Christ, to love Him more every day, and to grow 
in our relationship with Him. 

 
II. Fellowship with Christians [44-46] 
44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 
 
For the Acts 2 believers, it was not only their relationship with Christ that made them distinct, but their 
love for God overflowed to other believers. Their vertical fellowship with Christ overflowed into their 
horizontal fellowship with other Christians. When we have koinonia in our relationship with God, we can 
have koinonia with others. This term “koinonia” is a spiritual mutuality, bond, and connection that is 
shared by Christians and is something that only Christians can experience. When I visited a small village 
in southeast Asia, I met various Christians for the first time. We did not speak the same language, nor did 
we wear the same type of clothing, but the simple fact that we were both Christian united us together, and 
there was a deep connection – that’s what koinonia fellowship is. Koinonia is when we visited a CFC 
alum who was a missionary serving overseas. We stayed at their home, walked their streets, met the 
people who they were ministering to, and prayed where they prayed. As we were about to go home on our 



last day there, the alum shared with us that, “Even though you’re going back home, I feel like I’m not 
alone. I feel like my church is with me, step by step.” That is koinonia. The 3,000 converts had this kind 
of fellowship with one another. How did they show and express this?  
 

A. Meeting needs of one another [44-45] 
First, they were meeting people’s needs. Verses 44-45 say, “And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” During this time, most Jews were poor. As was 
noted before, many were from out of town and did not have a place to stay, so they lived 
communally and shared their material possessions. One person said, “They weren’t going into 
attics looking for things to share and to sell, but they were going into their closets and their 
treasure chests.” In other words, they were giving generously. This text is not promoting 
communism because it was temporary and voluntary – you won’t find communal living later in 
the book of Acts. But it is clear that they met their needs intentionally and had plenty to share. 
Rosaria Butterfield wrote a book called, “The Gospel Comes with a House Key: Practicing 
Radically Ordinary Hospitality in Our Post-Christian World”. One of the key elements in 
achieving radical, ordinary hospitality is a term she calls “margin time.” She says: 

 
“Practicing radically ordinary hospitality necessitates building margin time into the day, time 
where regular routines can be disrupted but not destroyed. This margin stays open for the 
Lord to fill – to take an older neighbor to the doctor, to babysit on the fly, to make room for a 
family displaced by a flood or a worldwide refugee crisis. Living out radically ordinary 
hospitality leaves us with plenty to share, because we intentionally live below our means.” 

 
I believe that the Acts 2 believers created margin time to meet the needs of others around them by 
sharing, giving freely, and being generous, which met people’s needs. 

 
B. Attending the temple together [46] 
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 
 
They also attended the temple together, as verse 46 says, “And day by day, attending the temple 
together…”. At the temple, teaching was taking place in a group setting. During these corporate 
gatherings, they were taught to have a systematic understanding of Scripture, just as Peter 
preached in his sermon. Large gatherings are opportunities to learn that kind of framework so that 
your daily devotions are rich, and you can have deeper fellowship with God. However, some of 
us might prefer small group meetings more than corporate gatherings. 
 
When we talk about fellowship at church, it’s not just eating donuts together. It’s a lot deeper than 
that because it’s tied to this idea of koinonia fellowship. When people say that they want 
fellowship, they think of it as an event that you attend to meet your needs or an activity that you 
participate in that is convenient for you. Oftentimes, the first question that is asked when you find 
out about a church gathering is, “Who’s going to be there?” However, the term “koinonia” 



expresses a spiritual bond and connection that is shared by Christians. As we receive from the 
Lord, we give and share that fellowship with others. One way to express this fellowship in love is 
to be present, even when it’s not convenient for you. Even if we’re introverted or uncomfortable 
in larger settings, we can still be available and have fellowship with others. As I was studying this 
verse, Ms. Kim came to mind. She always shared with the pastors that the way she wanted to love 
and serve us was to be there. Even though she might have fallen asleep during services and prayer 
meetings, she still wanted to attend. Through her presence, she strived to be an encouragement to 
us. Obviously, she did far more than just attending our church, but she served us with her 
koinonia fellowship by her presence. Koinonia fellowship is to support others by showing up, 
even if it is not convenient for you. There are many other reasons to be spiritually encouraged 
during bigger gatherings, such as large group and Sunday service. For example, there’s something 
special about seeing men and women of all races and ages worship together and a special feeding 
that we receive through the Word. 

 
C. Breaking bread in their homes [46] 
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 
 
However, smaller gatherings were another way to express this fellowship with other believers. As 
they met people’s needs and attended large gatherings together, they broke bread in each others’ 
homes and were more personal with one another. It’s very different when you’re in a group of 
hundreds as opposed to just 10-15 other people. That’s what verse 46 is talking about when it 
says, “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes…”. 
Meeting in smaller groups was needed. At CFC, almost every single small group eats together 
after large group. During this time in Acts 2, there were no restaurants, so they had to make sure 
that everyone had a place to eat. Breaking bread in their homes was very countercultural during 
this time. One commentator said that it signaled friendship and intimacy and broke the pattern of 
eating only with those of similar socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds. Different people in 
different walks of life were integrating, and as they ate, they talked. They were not only digesting 
food but the apostles’ teaching. 
 
It is for these reasons that at CFC, we believe that small groups are essential. A small group is a 
spiritual community that studies the Bible together, shares meals, and has koinonia fellowship – a 
space to be seen and known. It’s a time to check in with one another, share life updates, and give 
prayer requests. God has been using small groups, small group leaders, and co-leaders since the 
beginning of CFC. As I studied this passage, I thought about how the owners of these houses had 
to be available. They chose to give up their space, time, comfort, and food. Can you imagine what 
it would have been like had they not been as willing to do so? I share this as a prayer topic for our 
church. We often assume that our small groups will be fine, but I believe that we need to pray for 
our church’s small group ministry. The decision to serve as a leader or co-leader is not as easy as 
it was before. Building community virtually requires a completely different platform and set of 
expectations. However, we recognize that small group leaders and co-leaders are essential. 
 



My freshman year CFC small group leader cried for me because she cared about my spirituality. 
I’d never had a church leader cry for my spiritual life. My sophomore year co-leader mentored 
me. I’d never had a church leader spiritually challenge me. My junior year leader shared honestly 
with me. I’d never had a church leader be vulnerable with me. During my senior year, I had the 
opportunity to serve as a co-servant. I never realized how much God cares for each and every 
member. I learned that it wasn’t about me because God was the One changing members – I was 
just along for the ride to see God do the work. What a privilege that was. Please join us in praying 
for our small group ministry. This year will pose a different set of challenges, but we need to pray 
that people can experience koinonia fellowship with one another. 

 
D. Overflowing with gladness for each other 
You can generously give, attend gatherings, eat, and talk with people, but overflowing with 
gladness is harder to do. People can sense real joy versus a counterfeit joy, and you can’t fake it. 
Verse 46 says, “And day by day…they received their food with glad and generous hearts.” Glad 
means an extreme, exploding joy. Generous means a singleness of heart – a pure joy. Their pure 
hearts were full of exploding joy, which was overflowing to others. Glad and generous hearts are 
also described in Luke 1:13-14 when the angel of the Lord appeared to Zacharias and said, 
“Zacharias, for your prayer has been heard and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son and you 
shall call his name John,”. Verse 14 says, “and you will have joy and gladness” – an exploding, 
pure joy. The same term is used in Luke 1:44 when Mary, the mother of Jesus, greeted Elizabeth 
and says, “For behold when the sound of your greeting came to my ear the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy,”. This kind of heart overflowed into other believers, the community, and the 
church. This passage is saying that our glad and generous hearts affect others. 
 
When we have a Christ-filled joy, it explodes and can’t help but to affect other believers around 
us. We are spiritual beings who affect other spiritual beings. How do we know that we are 
spiritual beings? When you receive a text or e-mail from someone, it can affect you. It can make 
you glad or mad, which is why we want to unfollow or mute certain people. Because we are 
spiritual beings, we can spiritually affect others. When our hearts are filled with the love of 
Christ, we can spiritually overflow with gladness through small group meetings, even when 
they’re online. Do you believe that God can do this? Do you believe that God can work spiritually 
through online platforms as we exude koinonia fellowship with one another? We are Spirit-filled 
spiritual beings, so whether we are online for work or for small group, I pray that this exploding, 
pure joy will picture Christ to others.  
 

III. Favor with the community [47] 
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved. 
 
A Spirit-filled church will produce glad and generous people who represent Christ, and others will be 
attracted to the Christ in them. This will, in turn, be used by God to gain favor with the community and 
the world so that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will go to the ends of the earth. This is the bigger picture: that 
more will be saved and added to the Kingdom of God. 



 
“praising God” [47] 
Verse 47 says, “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved”. In this verse, “praising God” is in the present 
participle tense, so it’s ongoing. These 3,000 Christians continued to praise God as they gave 
their stuff away, met in their homes, cooked, and cleaned. Worshipping God was a part of their 
DNA and lifestyle. One person said, “Worship is our rehearsal for how to live today and how to 
glorify God in heaven. It is not merely a Sunday morning exercise meant to make us feel good.” 
The most authentic form of Christianity is seen in our worship. It is in the glory of worship that 
the world recognizes that there is more to life, and it is in the experience of worship that the world 
recognizes that Christ is real. As the Acts 2 Christians praised God and lived faithfully, they were 
great witnesses and gained favor with the community. 
 
“having favor with all the people” [47] 
Having favor is gaining goodwill, having a good reputation of being set apart, and doing good 
work with all people. When it says, “with all the people,” it’s referring to the non-Christians 
outside of the 3,000 believers. Having favor is gaining credibility with the community. Though 
they did not believe in Christ, the community respected their faith because of the fruit that they 
bore. Luke 2:52 says, “Jesus grew in favor with God and men.” Even Jesus grew in favor with 
God and others. Matthew 5:16 says, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” The same 
appears in 1 Peter 2:12, as it says, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation.” Similarly, John Piper says: 
 

“Be a people zealous for good deeds. Be a people who are not enslaved to worldly 
comfort but consider it more blessed to give than to receive. Be a people who dream not 
about the comforts of bigger salaries or days of vacation and retirement, but who dream 
about how many different and creative ways we can make a name for the glory of the 
grace of God in this city and around the world.” 

 
If you were to move, would your co-workers and neighbors be glad or sad? If our church were to 
disappear, would our community know? Would they be glad or sad? When COVID hit us in 
March, I was really challenged by some of the other Champaign-Urbana churches. Within days, 
they contacted people and rallied together because they knew that there would be food insecurity. 
One pastor shared that when everything shuts down, it should be the church that steps up. This 
was not to boast or for the church to have a savior complex, but they really believed that this was 
an opportunity for the Champaign-Urbana community to see good deeds and hopefully glorify 
Christ. Some of the smaller churches didn’t have as many resources, but as they came together, 
they said, “Don’t say it’s this church’s food pantry or that church’s food pantry – just say that this 
is our food pantry, and we want to serve our community.” I love that. I love how 
kingdom-focused they were, and I believe that the church stepped up in Champaign-Urbana. 
 



The Acts 2 church was not following a template or program. Being Spirit-filled is what changed 
their fellowship with Christ and other Christians, which gave them credibility to the community. 
There’s a lot about the church that is not mentioned in Acts 2. There’s nothing about its 
governing structure, number of pastors, style of worship, or frequency of prayer meetings. I 
believe this was intentional because the point is to be a Spirit-filled church. You have been given 
salvation through Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit, so as you go to the ends of the earth, keep 
the gospel message the same while contextualizing Christ in your context and culture. Be 
Spirit-filled because the gospel message will remain the same, but some aspects of the church 
might look different. This makes us utterly dependent on the Lord and the Holy Spirit. That’s the 
heart behind our pastoral staff as we host our town hall meetings. We are asking for prayers to be 
a Spirit-filled church that will minister to our congregation, community, and the world. 

 
Conclusion 
As we end our time, I wanted to share the testimony of an international student from our church. She grew 
up in Beijing, and while she was there, a church from the United States hosted a retreat where she heard 
about Christ and got saved. She came to the University of Illinois for college, and during her last few 
years, she joined CFC. This summer, she’s serving as a small group co-servant before leaving for the east 
coast to get her masters, and she will be attending the same church that visited Beijing many years ago. I 
share this because God is using the church all around the world to save souls and serve His purposes. 
Let’s continue to pray that the mission that God has given His church will continue until He comes back 
for the glory of God. 


