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Introduction 
The book of Act is a transitional book, from Israel to the Church. In Acts 2, Peter preaches the first gospel 
sermon and answers three questions regarding the crucifixion of Jesus, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the 
gospel church. This week, we will focus on the Holy Spirit and the church.  
 
Acts 2:37-41 

37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Gardening is like raising up kingdom laborers. It’s planting seeds that you don’t get to see fruit right 
away, but it’s believing that one day they will bear fruit. What started with the gift of some seeds grew to 
become a gift that keeps on giving. 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit helps us to grow spiritually because of the seed of the gospel that has been 
planted in us through Christ. It will fill and grow us so that we can keep giving Christ to others. The gift 
of the Holy Spirit is the empowerment to exalt Christ. This sermon is going to focus on the role of the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2- the launching of the church.  
 
We’re going to answer three questions. Who is the Holy Spirit? How do we receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit? Why is the gift of the Holy Spirit important to us?  
 
I. Who is the Holy Spirit? [38] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

A. The Trinity [38] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We are going to start with the Holy Spirit, who is the third person of the Trinity. The Bible 
teaches there is one God revealed in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The 
three are equal in essence and nature. One commentator wrote, “Throughout the Bible, it is the 
Spirit of God who implements the plan of the Trinity. He is the one who gets the job done, in the 



sense of bringing it into actuality. He is the power of God, the one who exerts divine efficiency to 
accomplish the will of God” (R. J. Dunzweiler).  
 
Since the beginning of Genesis 1, the Holy Spirit was implementing the work of Creation. In Acts 
2, the Holy Spirit is now implementing the work of creating and launching the church by 
empowering the people of God.  

 
B. The gift [38] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Why is the Holy Spirit referred to as the gift? 
In verse 38, the words “gift” and “Holy Spirit” define one another. The Holy Spirit is the gift and 
the gift is the Holy Spirit. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit would come upon God’s specially 
selected individuals like judges, kings, or prophets, and empower them for God’s redemptive 
plan. In the New Testament, Jesus tells his disciples before his ascension to wait for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2:17 he says, “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.” Moses Lard 
commented that “certainly, the gift of the Spirit is the Spirit itself given to all.” Anyone who is 
saved can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not just an “it”, but someone that 
we can have a relationship with. The gift of the Holy Spirit is God with us to empower us to exalt 
Christ.  

 
II. How do we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? [38-39] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and 
for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
 
How do we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? The gift of the Holy Spirit is something that will be given 
in various ways, which should cause us greater, deeper worship, and a praising of God.  
 

A. God calls – we receive [38] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
It is important to recognize that we cannot receive the gift of the Holy Spirit unless God first calls 
us to Himself. This is emphasized in verse 39 which says, “For this promise is for you... everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” We cannot initiate salvation by believing first, but God 
initiates it by enabling us to believe. Ephesians 2:8-9 makes this point clear. “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” For in Romans 3:2 it says, “for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” We were born sinners and enemies of God, wanting nothing to do with Him. 
But God so loved the world and called us to Himself when he gave His one and only Son. God 



desires everyone to be saved. It’s not that God doesn’t want to save everybody, but the problem 
lies within us. We are the ones who reject Christ.  

 
B. God births – we confess [38-39] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise 
is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 
 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
When we become Christian, there is the birth of the Spirits’ nature which can often be referred to 
as the indwelling of the Spirit. There is a new nature that has taken residence in our hearts. 
Christians have a dual-nature: a sinful nature and a Spirit’s nature. With the birth of the Spirit’s 
nature, we are to get baptized. Baptism is a sign and seal of faith; an entrance into the body of 
Christ. It is an outward act that pictures what God has done inwardly. The act of baptism doesn’t 
save us, but it’s the act of obedience that allows us to get baptized. There are three reasons that 
the Bible teaches that after we get saved we get baptized as an act of obedience. Hermeneutically, 
we are informed that Acts 2 is a narrative, meaning it is descriptive and not prescriptive. It 
describes Peter giving a sermon to the Jews. However, it does not mean this is exactly how we 
should evangelize.  
 
Contextually, it is likely that Peter’s audience is Jews who consider themselves moral, religious, 
good people. Commentators write that they knew what baptism was because of John the Baptist’s 
preaching. It is a public confession of repentance to publicly declare your endorsement of Christ. 
It would not have been easy for this crowd of religious Jews to submit to baptism because they 
thought it was only for Gentiles - wicked sinners. However, Peter is exhorting them to repent and 
be baptized and identify themselves with Christ. To make a radical break from their religious 
leaders and to be set apart as followers of Christ.  
 
Peter was sharing the implications of the gospel: when you follow Christ, you give up everything 
and you are no longer your own. Baptism is not just your insurance, but it is your obedience. It is 
not just virtue signaling your allegiance but signifying your obedience to Christ. Every aspect of 
my life is now under submission to the Word of God and to the Lordship and Kingship of Christ. 
It’s not saying you have to be perfect, but by the grace of God, we will prevail and do our best to 
follow Christ. 

 
Furthermore holistically, in all of Scripture, nowhere does it say that you have to have water 
baptism to be saved. In Acts 10, the order is very clear: they believed, received God’s 
forgiveness, the Holy Spirit came, there was the birth of the Spirits’ nature, and then as an act of 
obedience, they were baptized. We need to understand how important this order is.  
When in verse 39 it says, “For this promise is for you and your children and all who are far off.” 
This does not mean that a parent’s faith will transfer onto their child. It is saying that anyone can 
be saved and receive the Holy Spirit, as long as they repent and ask Jesus into their heart. The 



implication is the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, not just for the Jews, but for Samaritans 
and Gentiles. God can birth a new nature in anyone. 
 
Let the Bible encourage you if you are burdened or discouraged by someone you care about who 
is not saved. Let the word of God encourage you. By the grace of God, let’s pray for them until 
we are on our deathbed.  

 
C. God grows – we ask [38] 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
filling of the Holy Spirit 
How do we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit? God Calls, we receive, God births, we confess, and 
the gift keeps giving as the Holy Spirit now helps us to grow by filling and growing our Spirits’ 
nature as we ask Him to fill us. The Jews who understood the implication of what baptism meant 
were baptized. The Holy Spirit enabled them to take this baby step of obedience. The Holy Spirit 
keeps filling us so we can exalt Christ in these ways. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is meant to 
be repeated again and again. We ask God to fill us when we depend on the means of His grace: 
through the Word and prayer. We can ask in prayer to be filled, strengthened, and empowered. 
We can ask that the Word fill our minds and hearts with the truth. When we ask, our Spirit’s 
nature is filled and it overflows and impacts our desires. Never underestimate what one moment 
of the filling of the Holy Spirit can do.  
 
The difference between the filling and the fullness of the Holy Spirit is that filling is related to a 
specific moment and it’s a continuous thing - we must keep being filled again and again. Whereas 
fullness is related to Christ-like maturity. Filing is like Samson in the Old Testament. He was a 
flawed judge, he broke many of his Nazarite vows. But he was filled for a specific service as he 
broke down the temple. However, fullness is like Stephen in the book of Acts. Though he was 
flawed as well, in Acts 6 it says that he was also full of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Acts 6:3 says, “Therefore brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.” The group chose Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit. The fullness of the Holy Spirit does not mean you are perfect, but that 
you are mature in faith and in wisdom with a Christ-like character. We need to ask for the filling 
of the Holy Spirit continuously, but we aim for the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  
 
However, when one is filled with the Holy Spirit and is used by God, the danger is when they 
take that moment and experience and use it to exalt themselves and become arrogant. As 
Christians, we should find our satisfaction in that we aim to become full of the Holy Spirit as we 
ask for his filling.  

 
A Christian article gave spiritual insight into Hamilton’s Aaron Burr’s plight in a song, “The 
Room Where it Happens.” It said, “We are fearful people, desiring acceptance and love. Instead 



of looking to the Lord for help with our own duties and challenges, we look around, wondering 
how our life would be different if we were in that circle with those friends living that life. That 
life’s a mirage of course, and if we were to experience it, we would find it just as fraught with 
trouble as our own. If Burr had been invited to the room where it happens, he would still never be 
satisfied.” Aaron Burr would not have found the wholeness he sought because the problem was 
within himself just as it is with us. Our hearts deceive us, telling us that other people are to blame 
when the truth is that our idolatry and wrong desire is our problem.  
 
What do we fill ourselves with? What satisfies us? God tells us to be focused on being filled with 
the Holy Spirit, day to day, If we’re not feeling it spiritually, we need to pray that God will 
freshly fill us with the gift of the Holy Spirit. One practical, concrete thing we can do is to change 
the rhythm of our prayer and word life. God has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower 
us. We need to keep on being filled because this gift has importance for the movement of the 
Gospel. First, from the Jews to the Gentiles and eventually, to the ends of the earth, the launching 
of the church.  

 
III. Why is the gift of the Holy Spirit important to us? [40-41] 
40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Verse 41 says, “So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.” The three thousand Jews all decided to declare publicly, “I endorse Christ.” This isn’t an 
easy thing to do and requires boldness and courage to speak up, stand, and proclaim, “Jesus is my 
Messiah and I will follow Him.”  
 

A. To speak – share Christ [40] 
40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation.” 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit was important for the Jews in Acts 2 because it enabled them to speak 
and share Christ. Acts 4:31 says that afterward they prayed that the disciples would be filled with 
the Spirit to speak the Word of God boldly. When we’re filled with the Holy Spirit, God will give 
us the spirit for the mission and the purpose to speak and share about Christ publicly. It’s not 
because of your ability, but because God can give you the confidence and courage to exalt Him to 
expand His kingdom. The Holy Spirit gives us the empowerment to share what we believe of 
Christ with gentleness and respect to whoever God calls us to. Courage is for the sake of 
obedience to Christ’s mission, not for the sake of obedience to our mission. The Jews needed the 
power to speak and to share Christ. This is how the Gospel would spread. 
 
B. To be devoted – follow Christ [40-41] 



40And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Peter continues to encourage the Jews, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 
He is urging them to save themselves by being devoted to following Christ. By crooked 
generation, Peter means that it was corrupt or twisted. Also at Pentecost, it was prophesied that 
there would be terrible judgment. It could be alluding to the different hardships that these Jews 
would eventually face. But it could also be referring to the second coming of Christ - the final 
judgment.  Peter did not know how soon these judgments would take place, but he knew everyone 
who called upon the name of the Lord would be saved. Thus, Peter exhorts the Jews to save 
themselves and to do their part. They need to take the first step of obedience. Peter is giving hope 
to the Jews as they were about to go into different places and scatter. To save themselves from 
this crooked generation, they need to take baby steps of obedience, starting with baptism.  

 
Conclusion 
When we look at our society and the world, it seems like things are becoming more perverse. The bible 
makes it very clear that no one knows when Christ will return, but when Christ comes back, the world 
will become more and more crooked and perverse, with more frequency and intensity. How do we follow 
Christ until the end? Luke 9:23 says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.” God says that he will give you the gift of the Holy Spirit to help and 
empower you. He will give you grace and everything that you need so that you can follow Him. We 
understand how it feels when we hear five people in our church at a service getting baptism, our hearts are 
weeping and overflowing. Imagine 3000, that’s what happened in this passage. After this moment, 
everyone scattered and went on to different places. The 3000 most likely became ones who planted seeds 
of the gospel all throughout the ends of the earth. Many of them kept preaching, sharing, and being 
devoted to Christ, even when they faced persecution and challenges. 
 
Many chapters later in the book of Acts, Gentiles heard the gospel, got saved, received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, had the birth of the Spirit’s nature, and now follow Christ. This tells us that we don’t always 
need to feel happy or satisfied. Even if we’re being challenged, keep sharing and following Christ. Be 
aware of what’s going on politically and economically, with the injustices and tensions. Yet, pray and get 
ready and prepared for the second coming of Christ. Don’t let fear and the world overwhelm you. The 
Acts generation and the current generation are both crooked and twisted, but God gives us the same gifts 
He gave to the people in Acts. God will empower you and strengthen you. Let’s pray that the Lord will 
fill us with the Spirit because We’re not full yet. Lord, give us a child-like, Christ-like heart because this 
gift of the Holy Spirit is the most important. It is the best thing for us so we can be faithful until the end. 
 
 


